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English IOOIG.004: Composition and Language 
Fall 2000 
I Dof 0 -{;olf 
Angela Vietto 
Office: 314G Coleman Hall 
Office phone: 581-6293 
E-mail: cfarv@eiu.com 
Office hours: MWF 11 am - 12 noon; T 9 - 11 am; 
and by appointment 
TEXTS 
Axelrod/Cooper, St. Martin's Guide to Writing 
Miller, Prentice Hall Reader 
Hacker, Pocket Style Manual 
OBJECTIVES 
My goal in this course is to help you achieve the following objectives: 
• to write expository and persuasive papers that develop a central idea 
• to develop a command of the writing process, including prewriting strategies, formulating 
a thesis, planning and drafting a paper, revising, and editing 
• to write papers with beginnings, middles, and ends that demonstrate effective methods of 
organization 
• to write standard written English that is precise and appropriate 
• to develop skills in critical reading and listening 
• to become a more discerning reader and editor of your own writing 
ON LEARNING TO WRITE WELL 
No matter how poorly or how well you write, you can improve your writing skills. Learning to 
write well is a lot like learning to sing, play a sport, act, or play an instrument well. There's 
always room for improvement, and the key is to practice, practice, practice. 
Think of me as your coach or music teacher. I will watch and listen carefully to your 
performances and try to help you see both where you need to improve and what you can do to 
improve. Your classmates will also be able to serve as an audience and let you know what your 
performance looks like to someone else. 
ASSIGNMENTS 
Paper 1 Narrative (750-1250 words) 
Paper 2 Profile of a Person (7 50-1250 words) 
Paper 3 Cultural Analysis (1000-1250 words) 
Paper 4 Position Paper ( 1250-1500 words) 
Paper~ Proposal (1250-1500 words) 
Revisions of Papers 1, 2, 3, and 4 
Style Revision Project 
GRADING 
To pass English lOOlG, you must have a 
grade of A, B, or Cat the end of the 
semester. Anything below constitutes a 
grade of''NC" (no credit) and will result in 
you having to retake the course. (An ''NC" 
is not factored into your GP A.) 
Paper 1 5% 
Paper 2 10% 
Paper 3 10% 
Paper 4 15% 
Revisions of 1-4 20% 
(5% each) 
Style Revision Project 10% 
Paper 5 20% 
Participation/homework 10% 
ATTENDANCE 
Because this is a discussion-based course , 
your daily attendance is essential. If you 
have more than three unexcused absences 
over the course of the semester, your final 
grade in the course will be reduced by a 
half-grade for each additional unexcused 
absence. 
LATE WORK 
If a personal emergency prevents you from 
meeting a deadline, please request an 
extension to the deadline in advance. Work 
that is turned in late without a previously 
approved extension may be penalized by a 
half letter grade for each class day between 
the deadline and the day the work is 
received. If you miss a deadline, it is your 
responsibility to talk with me and to get the 
late work to me. 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT'S 
STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM 
"Any teacher who discovers an act of 
plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation 
of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of 
another author, and representation of them 
as one's original work' (Random House 
Dictionary of the English Language )-has 
the right and the responsibility to impose 
upon the guilty student an appropriate 
penalty, up to and including immediate 
assignments, of a grade ofF for the assigned 
essay and a grade of F for the course, and to 
report the incident to the Judicial Affairs 
Office." 
DISABILITY INFORMATION 
If you have a documented disability and 
wish to receive academic accommodation 
please contact the Office of Disability 
Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
' 
Tentative Schedule of Classes 
SM=St. Martin's Guide 
PH=Prentice Hall Reader 
Readings should be completed before the date listed. 
Date· Readin2s and Activities 
M Aug 21 Course introduction and policies 
In-class writing (ungraded) 
W Aug23 SM 1-17, 442-455 
F Aug 25 PH Zucker, 84-87; Dillard 101-105; 
Hopkins, 11 7-124 
MAug28 SM42-49 
W Aug 30 SM 49-50; Draft workshop 
F Sept 1 In-class writing and brainstorming for 
Paper 2 
M Sept 4 LABOR DAY OBSERVED--no class 
W Sept 6 SM 51-54; Paper 2 assigned 
F Sept 8 PH: Williams 158-164; Catton 260-263 
M Sept 11 SM 86-94 
W Sept 13 PH 130-132; SM 71-75 
F Sept 15 SM 95-96; Draft workshop 
M Sept 18 SM 96-100; Paper 3 assigned 
W Sept 20 PH Ehrenreich 199-201; Cofer 211-216; 
Division and Classification 177-185 
F Sept 22 PH Jordan 243-245; Rosenbaum 249-252; 
Comparison and Contrast 228-236 
M Sept 25 PH Gaines 348-251; Butterfield 367-372; 
Cause and Effect 331-340 
W Sept 27 Paper 4 assigned; topic brainstorming, 
research assigned 
F Sept 29 Draft workshop 
MOct2 Arguing a position 
WOct4 SM 223-233 
F Oct 6 PH Lederman 440-444; Poore 460-463 
MOct9 PH Glantz 466-469 
W Oct 11 SM 595-603 
F Oct 13 SM 234-235; Draft workshop 
M Oct 16 SM 236-240 
W Oct 18 SM 457-464 
F Oct 20 FALL BREAK 
M Oct 23 PH 491-501 
WOct 25 Paper 4 revision working session 
Assi2Ilments Due 
Activities on 42-46 
Paper 1 draft due 
Paper 1 due 
Paper 2 draft due 
Paper2 due 
Paper 3 draft due 
Paper3 due 
Paper 4 draft due 
Paper4 due 
F Oct 27 SM 465-475 Paper 4 revision due 
MOct30 Paper 3 revision working session 
WNovl SM475-480 Paper 3 revision due 
FNov3 Paper 2 revision working session 
MNov6 Paper 1 revision working session Paper 2 revision due 
WNov8 Style Paper 1 revision due 
FNov 10 Style 
MNov 13 Style 
WNov 15 Style 
FNov 17 Style Style Project due 
Nov20-24 THANKSGIVING RECESS 
MNov27 SM268-279 
WNov29 SM Frankel 249-250; Kaus 254-256 
FDec 1 SM Weisman 258-260; O'Malley 262-265 
MDec4 Review of principles of argumentation 
WDec6 SM 279-280; Draft workshop Paper 5 draft due 
FDec 8 SM 281-284 Papers due 
No final examination. 
